
NWHG Ref. 053 — Rubha Dunan

Location, grid reference

The site lies on a coastal promontory, west of Polglass in the Coigach area, Grid Ref. [NC 018 069]–[NC 030 069].

GCR site reference, block, volume and notified feature of SSSI?

GCR Ref. 1614, Torridonian Block, Vol. 34. Notified feature of Rubha Dunan SSSI.

Description and geological significance

The site contains excellent exposures of the unconformities between the Stoer Group and the much older Lewisian

Gneiss basement, and between the younger Torridon Group and the Stoer Group. The site is also of historical interest as

it was here that a major change in the relict palaeomagnetic direction was detected within the Torridonian succession

which was later correlated with a major unconformity and time-gap. The site is of national importance.

Accessibility

Access to the coastal exposures requires a 1.3 km walk from the unclassified road at Polglass over rough and frequently

boggy ground. There is no all abilities access.

Conservation

Low conservation requirement due to the scale and location of the site area.

Visibility and “clarity”

The excellent exposures within the high coastal cliff along the southern edge of the Rubha Dunan peninsula cannot be

seen from the nearest road.

Interpretation and interpretation potential

The site is used mainly by geology students and researchers and requires specialist interpretation. An interpretation

panel for the general public is considered inappropriate. However, the site has considerable potential for development as

a teaching aid for students and should be included in a future Geopark guide.
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