
NWHG Ref. 012 — Tarbet to Rubha Ruadh

Location, grid reference and photograph

The site lies on the west coast on the south side of the entrance to Loch Laxford, mostly north of Tarbet, Grid Ref.

NC174506 — [NC 158 480].

(Figure 17) Large body of garnet-amphibolite, cut by pale, felsic dykes. North of Tarbet. BGS Photo P593116 — M

Krabbendam.

GCR site reference, block, volume and notified feature of SSSI?

GCR Ref. 2438, Lewisian Block, Vol. 34. Confirmed GCR site, not SSSI notified feature.

Description and geological significance

The area provides a classic section across the Laxford Front within the Lewisian Gneiss Complex, illustrating the

transition from largely unmodified Archaean (Scourian) basement gneisses to the south from Proterozoic reworked

gneisses (Inverian and Laxfordian) to the north. It is internationally important as one of the first locations at which an

episode of mafic dyke emplacement (ie. the Scourie Dyke Swarm) was used to separate tectonic events, creating a type

of “pseudo-stratigraphy”.

Accessibility

Access requires a walk over very rough and frequently boggy and difficult terrain, either from Tarbet at the southern end,

or westwards over steep and rocky slopes from the unclassified Tarbet–Fanagmore road. There is no access for all

abilities.

Conservation

Low conservation requirement due to scale and location of the site area.

Visibility and “clarity”

The key features are not visible from the roadside and specialist assistance is required to identify them. Many of the

features are still under scientific discussion.

Interpretation and interpretation potential

The site area is an important one for geology students and researchers and should be included in a future Geopark

guide. It is important as an educational resource for university geology parties. An interpretative panel for the general

public is not appropriate.
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(Figure 17) Large body of garnet-amphibolite, cut by pale, felsic dykes. North of Tarbet. BGS Photo P593116 — M

Krabbendam.
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