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RIGS Statement of Interest:

Dennis Wood’s memorial has been selected as a RIGS to commemorate and honour his outstanding contribution to the

understanding of the geology of North Wales and, in particular, the geology of slate and the structural geology of

Rhoscolyn in Anglesey. Dennis Stephenson Wood was a direct descendant, on his mother’s side, of the 19th Century

engineers, George and Robert Stephenson. Dennis took his degrees in Geology at Liverpool and Leeds universities

where he was the star pupil of Professor Robert Shackleton. He was Professor of Structural and Engineering Geology at

the University of Illinois and the Director and Chief Scientist of Robertson Research until 1990. He was Chairman of

NERC Earth Science Committee. At the time of is death in 2001 he held an Honorary Chair at the University of Wales.

His Ph. D. was slate related and he continued to act as a slate consultant in many parts of the world, until his untimely

death. In his last few years, Dennis was extensively involved in geological conservation, becoming Chairman of the

Gwynedd and Môn RIGS Group. Dennis had the ability to convey enthusiasm and was in huge demand with academic

and amateur audiences. His memorial, subscribed to by Penrhyn Slate Quarry, friends and colleagues, is made of

heather-blue Penrhyn slate and Ffestiniog grey-blue slate. It is sited in his favourite place, Rhoscolyn, on Holy Isle,

Anglesey.

Geological setting/context: There are three main categories of RIGS selected for their historical importance: 1.

Historical constructions (arbitrarily up to 2,000 years old) and/or archaeological constructions (arbitrarily more than 2,000

years old) where rock has been used and where the relevance of geology can be demonstrated. This type of RIGS can

include castles, churches, ruins, lanes, walls, cromlechs and standing stones; 2. Sites or features related to the

development of geological thought and geology as a science, such as sites where certain concepts or theories were

developed or types of feature first explained (e.g. Hutton’s Unconformity); 3. RIGS commemorating the work and

contributions of important geologists. These usually take the form of a monument (such as a grave) or memorial.

Network context of this site: Dennis Wood’s Memorial is one of a series of several such monuments in Anglesey,

adopted and cared for by members of Gwynedd and Môn RIGS Group. These sites include the graves of Andrew

Crombie Ramsay (1814–1891), and Edward Greenly (1861–1951). They deserve to be remembered for their outstanding

contributions to British and Welsh geology.
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